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by Dr. Andreas Dénni

Some personal impressions of two and a half years of research in Japan

I came to Japan in 1991 after finishing my doctor course
at ETH Ziirich and stayed for two years at Tohoku
University. Since May 1993 I am working in the Magnetic
Materials Laboratory at RIKEN. Looking back to so far
two and a half years of research in Japan I would like to
give some personal impressions.

Living in a culture that is very different from Switzer-
land has been an impressive experience. With the generous
help of Prof. Yasuo Endoh, my host researcher at Tohoku
University, I felt comfortable in Japan from the first day
on. Soon kaitensushi and yakisoba became my favorite
Japanese food. Several times I was invited to a Japanese
home for tea ceremony. I have traveled through Japan and
visited most of the famous sightseeing places. It was
Kyoto I liked best. But so far I missed to climb Mount Fuji.

I also started to learn Japanese language. At the
beginning I invested much time by taking a three month
intensive course at Tohoku University and later private
lessons. But then I got too busy with work. For me the
most fascinating challenge has been the time consuming
work of learning Kanjis - about 1000 so far. At the moment
I am making a new effort to learn up to 2000 Kanjis in
order to hopefully become able to read Japanese
newspapers.

My work is interesting. I am performing neutron

scattering to study magnetic phase transitions usually at
low temperatures. In Japan I am continuing the research I
already did in Switzerland. On several projects I have
initiated new scientific collaborations between Japanese
and European scientists. Other projects are collaborations
fully inside Japan.

Last year I got the chance to invite a doctor student
from ETH Ziirich for an experiment at Tohoku Univer-
sity. At the time of his visit the different mentalities
became apparent. In my former laboratory at ETH Ztirich
a doctor student usually follows his own scientific project
quite independently, whereas doctor students at Tohoku
University are under tight control of professors. I saw
Japanese students workig much longer but usually less
efficient than Swiss students.

This year in spring I left Sendai, the quiet, hilly place
with forest and hot springs, and moved to a nice
apartment in Tokyo, the crowded, noisy and expensive big
city. From RIKEN I have a good impression and the
Magnetic Materials Laboratory gives me the possibility to
guide my research in new directions. Dr. Hideaki
Kitazawa and I have successfully started to systemati-
cally prepare new materials at RIKEN. We characterize
the magnetic properties of these materials with different
kind of measurements, which are performed at various
2h laboratories both inside and outside of
Japan. For a foreign post-doc like me
working conditions depend also very
much on the Japanese host researcher.
I am indebted to Prof. Koichi Katsu-
mata, Head of the Magnetic Materials
Laboratory, for accepting me in his
research group. For the remaining
time at RIKEN I am looking forward
to fruitful scientific research in a
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