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Distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends,

On behalf of RIKEN and the Japanese science community, | would like to express our
deep thanks to the U.S. Department of Energy and Brookhaven National Laboratory.

For RIKEN, working in this great international environment has been a truly valuable
experience. We are very proud of the strong trust we have built together. Our journey
started in the early 1990s. Through PHENIX, STAR, and the spin program, our
partnership has grown step by step. Together, we have learned important lessons about
quarks, gluons, and the spin of the nucleon. These results have greatly improved our
understanding of nuclear matter.

At the heart of this collaboration is the RIKEN-BNL Research Center (RBRC). It is not
only a research center but also a place to train young scientists from around the world.

Now, as we move toward the Electron—lon Collider, this partnership enters a new stage.
By connecting low-energy and high-energy nuclear physics, we are opening a new way
to study quantum dynamics across many scales. This will help us better understand
matter and the origin of the universe.

The end of the RHIC program is not the end of our story. Rather, it is a new starting
point. RHIC will always remain a symbol of trust and friendship between the United
States and Japan. We look forward to walking into the next scientific frontier together
with our dear colleagues and friends.

Thank you to everyone who made this history possible.

Makoto Gonokami
President, RIKEN



