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Hello, my name is Amelie Ducloy. I am an SPDR, a postdoctoral researcher working at RIKEN 

Yokohama Campus. 

 

> RIKEN’s research environment & support 

(I find) the working environment at RIKEN is actually great. We have good equipment and 

everything we need.   

 

Because I am a foreigner, when I arrived at RIKEN, I had many documents to do, like visa or 

everything I needed to update. Everything was explained, all the information we needed to 

do was on the website and in a lot of e-mails with detailed explanations. 

 

And I also had a welcome session, which is for all the newcomers, we are explained 

everything, so many aspects, and it was very, very useful. 

 

RIKEN provides everything you need as a newcomer and everything that is required to start 

working in the best condition. 

 

> Why I came to RIKEN/Japan 

I've heard so many good things about Japan and I was obviously very curious about Japan. 

 

Also, Japan has amazing reputation regarding science with great labs and research 

scientists. 

 

So of course, Japan was amazing and a great choice to pursue my career. 

 

> How to attract international researchers to RIKEN/Japan 

Japan is already doing so much for attracting international scientists. I would say that JSPS 

and SPDR, two fellowships, are amazing and great opportunities that I can only recommend 

to get candidates. 

 

However, what I could say regarding improvement would be --- some scientific events are 

unfortunately in Japanese only. 



 

Even if I can see that Japan made great effort to switching / shifting to English, I still 

sometimes, think some events are only in Japanese, and I would be so happy to have that in 

English. 

 

> Life in Japan 

I am very lucky to live in Tokyo. In Tokyo, there are so many things to do. You have many 

museums, and you can just enjoy the landscape of the city by itself. 

 

I highly recommend enjoying food because you have so many specialties in different parts 

of the city. 

 

I really love Japan’s history and also, arts, tradition, and crafts. I highly recommend you visit 

different cities that are famous for arts and crafts like Kanazawa. There are so many different 

(places) that travelers can enjoy. 

 

And even in Tokyo, you also sometimes can find very big antiques markets that are amazing 

to just look and enjoy antiques and old crafts. 

 


