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Summary 

In response to imminent danger or pleasure, emotions produce powerful and somewhat inflexible behavioral and 

visceral responses. In other situations, more deliberative, goal directed decision making is required for optimal 

behavior. In recent years, powerful tools for manipulating and recording the activity of specific cell populations in 

defined circuits have resulted in dramatic advances in our understanding of the brain mechanisms mediating 

emotional behaviors and deliberative decision making. In this symposium speakers at the cutting edge of circuit 

neuroscience will describe recent work on the role of the amygdala and basal ganglia systems in emotion and 

decision making and how these systems interact to guide adaptive behavior. 
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