




RIKEN, inaugurated in 1917 as the Institute of Physical 

and Chemical Research, celebrates its 88th birthday this 

year.  This is beiju, a pinnacle event in Japan that marks 

longevity. 　 

RIKEN
,
s enduring presence and organizational evolution 

as a comprehensive research institute are significant 

testaments to the role it has played in nurturing 

Japanese advances in natural sciences. Yet, a research 

organization does not survive in isolation. It thrives only 

when it accepts its social responsibilities and transforms 

itself to address the demand that are imposed by an 

ever changing society. In Japan, we say fueki-ryukou, to 

express the relationship between constancy and change, 

that the roots never change. The saying reminds us of 

the balance between valuable traditions and beneficial 

modifications. Today
,
s RIKEN is a product of the efforts 

made by its previous occupants, who clearly understood 

this and were able to forge an organization that is open, 

flexible and with a mind towards a promising future. 

I inherited RIKEN
,
s leadership in October 2003. I am 

proud of RIKEN
,
s output, which testifies to the abundance 

of intelligence and intuition in our researchers. The 

breadth of the research and the creative advances made 

are inspiring, and I feel they should be truly appreciated 

by society as a whole.

Without question, RIKEN
,
s primary mission is to achieve 

superb research results that can be taken up by society 

in one way or another. However, serving only as Japan
,
s 

flagship research organization is not sufficient. I believe 

that RIKEN should also be committed to showing how the 

continued contributions of science and technology are 

essential to ensure a sustainable global society.

Cultivating interest in science for the younger generations, 

gaining social acceptability for new technologies and 

securing a strong financial base are the keys to vitality 

for the 21st century research community. Without public 

understanding and support, scientific research will not 

survive. Therefore, our activities need to garner the 

highest approval from the broadest of audiences. This 

means that, for the sake of science, we scientists must 

become its missionaries and spreading their knowledge 

throughout the world.

RIKEN wants to create everlasting brilliance. To achieve 

this, RIKEN should radiate an intense light and yet also 

be illuminated in various ways and from various sources. 

This Institute exists within a broader social context that 

enlightens others. This illuminating process reveals 

RIKEN to many people who in turn cast light over us.

This annual report has been prepared to bring to light 

RIKEN
,
s diverse activities and attract increasing interest. 

I sincerely hope that a closer inspection of our research 

efforts deepens your appreciation of the beauty and 

wonder of science while revealing its value to society. 

June, 2005

Ryoji Noyori, President

－RIKEN creates brilliance 
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