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Some impressions by a gaijin-san
by Huub Kerckhoffs, Frontier Research Program

Just in the middle of packing my suitcases and organizing my
return-trip, it is a nice moment to look back and give some
impressions about my life and work in Japan.

Coming from the Netherlands it was for me an unique experience
to work for almost 7 months in one of the Frontier Research
Laboratories at RIKEN. The Frontier Research Program is a good
system. It gives scientists the opportunity to conduct first class
research with the best equipment and tools available and to meet
and exchange ideas with people from all over the world. In our lab
there are even more foreigners than Japanese people; At the moment
there are researchers from the USA, England, Poland, Germany,
Australia, Spain and the Netherlands.

Despite the fact that several of us do their best to learn some
Japanese, the common language in the lab is English. With a helpful
technical staff we are able to deal with little problems like ordering
chemicals and so on.

My work is quite interesting and comprehends the physiological
study of photomorphogenic mutants in tomato. In particular we
study the role played by different members of the phytochrome
family (A, B and C etc.) in photomorphogenesis. Mutants with a
selective deficiency in wavelength responsiveness have been
recently isolated and partially characterized. It turned out that there
are very interesting mutants in our collection. One mutant at a
locus, called FR insensitive (fri), is deficient in light-labile
phytochrome A. Mutants at a locus called temporarily red

insensitive (#ri), since dark-grown seed-
lings are initially blind to red-light with
respect to hypocotyl growth inhibition,
are deficient in a light-stable phytoch-
rome B. These new mutants will be
very useful in reaching our goal to
clarify the specific functions of the
different types of phytochrome. So
scientifically it was a very successful
stay here at RIKEN.

Also in a lot of other aspects I'm
looking back to a wonderful time here in
Japan. I'm still impressed by the polite-
ness and friendliness of all the Japanese people.

During a little holiday, when my girl friend was here, we travelled
throughout Japan. Especially the overwhelming nature of Hokkaido
was magnificent, and we had the nice experience to watch that,
while relaxing in a rotenburo. We also visited the south part of Japan
and saw a lot of things, many beautiful temples and shrines in
Kyoto, the ancient attractions in Nara, the impressive Peace
Memorial Parks in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan is really a special
country where both traditional and modern ways of living and
thinking are nicely mixed.

Some other nice things I will keep in my memory are the Royal
Wedding. Between thousands of people, I watched the royal tour in
Tokyo and your crown princess Masako stole my heart also! The
sumo tournament last September, when Akebono won the
tournament here in Tokyo. A J-league game in Urawa; the Red
Diamonds lost their game again (they need some
football players from the Netherlands!). The
pleasant hiking trips, we made with people from the
lab (Mt. Takao, Mt. Jimba), especially during the
autumn when the leaves turned to beautiful colours.
But also Tokyo itself, with so many interesting and
different areas.

I hope to come back in future to meet all my
Japanese friends again. So arigato and sayonara ...
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